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Reminder to all club members, November is "Club Officer and Director Nomination Month" 
 
	



	
  	
	

HCRC Meeting Notes from Thursday, October 7th, 2021 
 
Quorum Present consisting of 23 Members including 4 Executive Members 
present: Mike Shaw, Dan Kapinos, Ron Paul, Bill Ewers, Ed Kopec, Mike 

Booth, Pat Malone, Bob Prosciak, Tracy Page, Gordie Lauder, Leland Johnston, Gene Paulson, 
Lou Enselek, Joan Maher, Bill Jaciow, John Darrow, Dave Wartel, John O'Grady, Rick 
Thibault, Alan Crawford, Tom Tenerowicz, Anthony Broden and Santiago Mercado 
 
2 Guests present: David King, Mike Riley 
 
Club finances for the month of September were reported and approved. 
 
Events Held in the last month: Fall Club BBQ event had 30 members attended. The Tailgate 
Swap Meet had about 10 sellers and 15 buyers. Flying continued all afternoon after both events. 
The 1st Great New England Electric Festival was a success with 18 pilots and about 50 planes 
despite some afternoon showers. 
 
The Fall Field Clean Up Party is going to be held on 10/30 starting at 10 AM with a rain date of 
the next Saturday. The club flying will start after the clean up is done. Porta Potty to be serviced 
and locked after the field clean up. 
 
Andre Bouchard, Flight Instructor and Past club Officer - Treasurer and President passed away 
last month. 
 
Safety - We had a few crashes of out of control aircraft just missing others pilots and spectators. 
Always stay alert when at the field - Do not be complacent and keep your situational awareness. 
 
Please drive only on the road or parking area. Driving off the driveway can cause ruts in the 
lawn that are difficult for the mowing crew to deal with. This is worse when large vehicles - 
especially trucks are driven on the lawn. 
 
Ron is interested in a scale meet. Please see him if you have interest in a scale meet next year.  
 
Nominations for 2022 Officers and Directors will be held at the November meeting. Please 
consider serving the club in some capacity next year. 
 
Our upcoming event schedule: 
10/30  Fall Field Clean Up Party (Moved to rain date on 11/06) 
 
New Member Applications: 
Zach Klein, David King and Mike Riley were voted into the club. 



 

  
SEE MIKE SHAW FOR RESERVATIONS, CUT OFF DATE IS 12/2 
BUSINESS MEETING  
mshaw.spfld@gmail.com       



 
Message and article submitted by Ron 
 

A			Note			To			Members	
Our	November	meeting	will	be	held	on	
Thursday	November	4th		at	7PM	at	the		
VFW	18	Meadow	Street,	Florence.	
Food	will	be	served	around		6:30.	
We	will	be	serving	Ground	sirloin	with	gravy	
over	pasta.	
Hot	coffee	and	cold	drinks	also	available.	
	

 

Flight Technique: Cobra with 1/2 Rolls 
If you follow full-scale aerobatics, there is 
another maneuver that goes by a similar name, 
but it is called the Pugachev Cobra. The 
Pugachev Cobra shows post-stall maneuvering 
as it displays an abrupt pitch change and a high 
angle of attack. The Pugachev Cobra is very 
similar to the common “3D” maneuver, the 
“Wall,” where the model will transition abruptly 
from horizontal upright level flight to a vertical 
situation instantly with a hard pull on the 
elevator control surface. However, unlike the 
Pugachev Cobra, the model will not return back 
to upright level flight after performing the 
“Wall.” 
 

 



MANEUVER OVERVIEW 
This maneuver begins from upright level flight in a 
manner that is parallel to the runway. Keep in mind 
that this maneuver also has to be centered on the 
pilot. This means that the top of this aerobatic move 
should be performed directly in front of the pilot. 
While travelling parallel to the runway, increase the 
throttle to maximum power and pull to a 45-degree 
upline. Then, show a brief line and perform a half roll 
to an inverted 45-degree climb. Once a line segment 
that is the same length of the first line segment is 
performed, pull 90 degrees to a 45-degree downline. 
Again, show a brief line segment and perform a half 
roll to an upright 45-degree downline. Please note 
that the two half rolls must be centered on the line 
segments! When nearing your entry altitude, perform 
a radius to upright level fight at the same altitude in 
which the maneuver began at. 

Before tackling a stunt like the Cobra, you must become proficient with inverted flight and the necessary corrections 
needed to keep your model on heading, and the reason is quite simple. While this may appear to be a fairly easy maneuver 
to perform, it will take time to perfect due to the notion that many different elements exist. For example, this maneuver 
combines upright and inverted flight all incorporated within a geometric shape, a triangle! Now, let’s simplify the control 
inputs needed and divide this maneuver into four steps: 

STEP 1: Orient your model in a manner that is parallel to the runway at your normal base altitude. With a model like the 
Park-Zone Extra 300, you should fly your base altitude at about 100 feet for the best possible presentation of this 
maneuver. Please note that the power setting needed to perform this maneuver will vary from model to model as all 
power-to-weight ratios differ. On a typical model, 75% throttle is needed for this maneuver. Resulting, apply this throttle 
setting and begin a gradual pull to a 45-degree upline about 150 feet before the model approaches you. 

STEP 2: Now that the model is on a 45-degree upline, a 1/2 roll will need to be centered on the 45-degree climb portion 
of this maneuver. I recommend that you count to two (allowing a two-second, 45-degree upline), perform a 1/2 roll, and 
count to two again. Using the “counting” method will give you equal spacing provided that little to no wind exists and 
that the model is flying a constant speed. As the model approaches the pilot, you will need to pull back ever so slightly to 
“pull” the model to a 45-degree downline and decrease the throttle setting from anywhere between idle and 25% power. 
The center of this radius should be directly in front of you, the pilot. 

STEP 3: A 1/2 roll will need to be performed on the center of the entire downward segment of this maneuver. Either use 
the “counting” method that we discussed in the previous step, or, visually perform the 1/2 roll in the center of the 
downward segment. After this 1/2 roll is performed, you can gradually increase the throttle slightly to maintain airspeed if 
need be. 

STEP 4: Lastly, you will need to perform a gentle radius (the same size as the first radius) to upright level flight. Once 
level flight is established, please return the throttle setting to 75% power and prepare to give this maneuver another try! 

Since you have just learned all of the control inputs needed to perform this maneuver in the perfect world, let’s discuss 
wind and torque. You may find that at times, you will need to hold rudder input (usually right rudder due to engine 
torque) throughout the maneuver. If there is no wind present, make all necessary rudder corrections to keep the model in a 
manner that is parallel to the runway. 

If wind exists, and especially a crosswind, you should strive to keep your model’s flight path parallel to the runway. For 
example, the airplane can be leaned 5 degrees out (in other words, the model’s nose will be leaning into the wind) so that 
the airplane will not deviate in flight path. In summary, no matter what type of wind is present, make all necessary 
corrections to ensure the best possible presentation of the figure as we have described. 



 
 

	
	

 

 Airplane of the month: Solar Impulse  
 

While a pilot looking to achieve an aviation first may have had 
ample opportunities in the early 1900s, a pioneer’s ambition 
has become a lot more difficult after a century of powered 
flight. However, with global warming being a controversial 
topic in this new millennium, a Swiss team is forging the way 
on a journey around the world in an airplane powered strictly 
by solar energy. The Solar Impulse 2 has a wingspan of 236 
feet with 17,000 solar cells on top providing power to four 
electric motors and recharging lithium-ion batteries to allow 
the airplane to continue flying once the sun goes down. The 

first version of the airplane has already conducted test flights on three continents, including a flight across the 
United States 
	

	

11/4	Club	business	meeting	7pm		(Location	VFW	Florence,	MA	
11/6	Field	“Clean	up”	Rain	date	
12/2 Club Business Meeting at the Florence VFW at 7:00 PM 
12/10 Club Christmas party at East Mountain Country Club 6-11pm 
 
	
	
	



 

     	

                                                                                   Officers 	
                    	
  PRESIDENT                      VICE PRESIDENT            TREASURER               SECRETARY 	
  Mike Shaw                           Dan Kapinos                         Ron Paul                         Bill Ewers 	
  15 Overlea Drive                  122 Plain Street                    367 Ware Street              20 Beacon Street                     	
  Springfield, MA 01119        Easthampton, MA 01027     Palmer, MA 01069          Florence, MA 01062  	
  (413) 330-1827                     (413) 527-0436                     (413) 374-3212               (413) 695-3503               
mshaw.spfld@gmail.com      danielk53164@gmail.com    rpm3xlm@comcast.net   billewers@hotmail.com 	
 	
      BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 	
      Alan R. Crawford    alanhcrc@gmail.com                                     Newsletter Editor  	
      Santiago Mercado(413)627-9250) Santme2000@hotmail.com 	
      Edward Kopec   (413) 532-7071)  	
      Gordie Lauder  (413) 532-0135  gordonlauder@comcast.net 	
      Pat Malone     (413) 320-6437  pmalone60@comcast.net                                     	
      Mark Mundie   marktm442@comcast.net                              	
      Mark Wasielewski   mwasielewski@behindthetrees.com             Webmaster 	
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